
January 26, 1956 

3f cciurse 1 xiU. be dell&ted to go over your ma. when it le ready. 

I m-uldn't want to aend you down the garden path on a trivial tgpe of 
rssear~h, but I think it would be w&h while screening a couple of down 
comonplace ant3m3pticrrr for their nbmhanlem of action. The lgnoranoe on 
meahar~lama, even oftea, la appall-, despite the treme&ous mount of 
emplricai data OR disinfection, and I RM 11ot at all har,py &out arr~r of 
the mootid interpretationa of t;he exponentitil decay$ curvca(with tirps) 

- that are found or approximited with my disinfectante. 

Some recent antonfshnents here: WP ilava fih;Uy mrked cut a technique for 
screening coqatlblllty eta w of coloaS.etea by repllcs plating. It proves to 
be fairly sinple to iaola tei new Hfr stocks from uv*d Fe. E%t these seem to 
be of various types. The o$l&nal Hfr (Caval.11) resembled 5~ F+ qualitatively 
in segregation ratio8# i.e., 
Huwever, kiyee~ (ard 

Gal and Ma1 eliminated; %-IA md Lee-TL eta, not. 
= Jacob-Wollman'a) Hfr is r2ready diffrxnt, showing a very 

high @al segregation ratio, whlah met mean that it is not eLL&ated there. Sona 
of the new Hfrls ahow still different types of behavior. Ge don't have this 
well sort& out yet, as to ths possible role of F agent, gemtic background, 
and structural rearrangement, but It le at least obvious why J-119 and we (arrl 
Skaar-C&en) couAd not agree on enperltwntal details. since the elMnatlon 
pattsrn is thus seemingly under gemtic control (but fixed ln any given cross) 
tl)ls my be an knportant lead to understanding why,when and how it happens. 

Yours3 


